The migration of women, long neglected in studies of mobility, 1 has finally come to the forefront during the last decade. This same decade has witnessed what is recognized as the largest peacetime migration in human history, the movement of rural Chinese from their villages to work in towns and cities.
factory workers are single, and the common assumption is that most return to their villages to marry and bear children, and never migrate again. Tamara Jacka writes, "it is largely only unmarried women who leave home to work … and the assumption is that they will return to the village after a few years to get married, have children and take over domestic duties and agriculture". Du Ying says that "single women tend to participate in migration but married women do not". Hein Mallee says that "women tend to remain in the village after marriage". Delia Davin reports a "low propensity of married women to migrate … Women, once married, stay at home to look after their children in the villages". Cindy Fan writes that "marriage almost always signals a termination of migrant work". 3 Based upon recent data from a sample of over 3,000 women from Anhui and Sichuan provinces, this paper argues that the situation had radically changed by the end of the 1990s. Single women still migrate and in growing numbers, but the assumption that most female migrants today are young women who return to their villages to marry and bear children and then cease to migrate homogenizes a more complex reality. Single women from Anhui and Sichuan frequently engage in several migration episodes, and married women are migrating both with and without their husbands or their children. Patterns of migration vary among regions, and relate to the occupations of women at their destination, which are normally gained through access to networks based in their place of origin. Many of these married women, with and without their families, are creating niches for themselves in sales and service occupations in urban destinations, renting accommodation from local residents, and even enrolling their children in school. These findings have significant implications for a deeper understanding of a number of issues, including the establishment of effective protective mechanisms and services for women and their children in destination areas, the effect of past and potential migration income and experience upon women's status in rural areas, and (because it is women and their children who can transform a process of circular migration into one of permanent settlement) the pace and character of urbanization in China. 
The Evidence
This paper is based mainly upon survey data, although insights from focus group discussions held with different types of women greatly inform our analysis of this data. 4 The data were collected during August and September of 2000 in rural areas of Anhui and Sichuan, two of the most populous provinces in China, which are major sending areas for millions of rural migrants who work in destinations such as Guangdong, Shanghai and Beijing, as well as nearby cities and towns. 5 The data were collected under the direction of the Chinese Population and Information Research Center (CPIRC) using a stratified sampling frame: two townships from each of two counties in each province were selected, and three to five villages were chosen from each township. The criteria for selection of counties and townships were that they were mainly agricultural areas, neither among the most nor the least developed, and that migration was prevalent enough in these locations to contribute to a sample size of migrants sufficient for statistical significance. Since the primary focus of the study was the effect of migration on women's status and reproductive health in rural China, where marriage and childbearing usually begins when women are in their early 20s, the survey was restricted to all the women from 20 to 40 years of age who could be located in the village. After substantial quality checks, the sample size was 3,186 women, one third of whom had migrated for work for at least one month.
The contents of the questionnaire included basic information about the village obtained from village leaders, basic demographic information about the respondent and members of her household, the respondent's migration history, information on her husband's migration (if he ever migrated), information on her marriage, childbearing, contraception and reproductive health, and her role in family decision making. The information on migration includes the date, destination and duration of her first six work-migration trips (only 1.6 per cent of migrant women engaged in as many as six trips) and detailed information about her first and last work-migration trips.
The detailed nature of the questionnaire meant that only the respondent could answer for herself, and therefore no information was gathered from relatives about women who were working at a distance from their village and thus were absent at the time of the survey. These "missing migrants" from the CPIRC sample could have significantly different characteristics from those who have returned to their village, in terms of key variables such as age and marital 4 For a more qualitative look at the same population, see Binbin Lou, Zhenzhen Zheng, Rachel Connelly and Kenneth Roberts, "The Migration Experience of Young Women from Four Counties in Sichuan and Anhui", in Gaetano and Jacka, On the Move, Sichuan had the largest number of interprovincial migrants in the 2000 census (7.9 million including the municipality of Chongqing), followed by Anhui (4.3 million). See Liang and Ma, "China's Floating Population". status, so conclusions drawn from the sample of returnees cannot be generalized to the larger population of migrant women from the sampled villages, much less to all women from these provinces or from other areas of China.
In order to evaluate the potential relevance of our findings to larger populations and processes, it is necessary to acknowledge the biases that are likely to be present in the sample. The choice of Anhui and Sichuan as the provinces of study, and within them of villages from which migration is especially common, means that that there will probably be more returned migrants as a proportion of the population than would be found in other areas. We might speculate that over time other areas will adopt this strategy of high migration, but this would only be conjecture.
We can say with some confidence that the age distribution of the missing migrants is likely to be younger than that of our sample of returned migrants. The women in our sample have a median age of 30.2, while the median age of female economic migrants (defined as those away from their place of household registration for an economic purpose for more than six months) in the 2000 Population Census of China is about six years younger than that. Analysis of data by this paper's authors from the 1997 survey of the floating population of Shanghai showed the median age of female labor migrants from Anhui and Sichuan provinces was similar to that of the census. 6 We will make the effects of this bias explicit at relevant points in the discussion.
Because data was collected on past migrations, we are able to analyze the effect of age of migration on the characteristics of women's migration. 7 But we 6
The 1997 Shanghai survey interviewed 36,376 people whose place of household registration was other than their current residence. Of these, 22,462 were classified as "rural labor migrants", and 2,891 of these were women from Anhui and Sichuan provinces. cannot assume that current migrants in a particular age cohort will behave the same as did older women when they migrated at the same age, for to do so would be to ignore the effect of the period of their migration. This bias should not be too great, however, because most of the migration episodes of the women in our sample occurred during recent periods. Table 1 presents basic statistics for the four counties. The two counties in Anhui-Zongyang and Huaining-are both located in the southern part of the province near the Yangtze River and are major rice-producing areas. Zongyang's elevation is lower, and it often floods. The people in Zongyang have a long tradition of migrating in response to the flooding, documented well into the last century. The two counties in Sichuan-Xingwen and Changning-are located in the southwestern mountainous part of the province and are quite poor. Xingwen, with high mountains, is the least developed of the four counties, and some of the villages there are difficult to reach due to the condition of the roads. Table 2 shows the average age of our respondents was about 30 in all four counties. The average age of marriage was 21.7 and very similar across counties, as was average age at the first child's birth, which occurred about a year after marriage. 8 Because of their age and the near universality of marriage among young women in rural China, almost all were married. Were the missing migrants to have been counted in the survey, it is likely that fewer would be married because they would be younger than the surveyed women. Anhui and Sichuan were chosen as survey sites partly because they represent different stages in the migration process in China. It is well known that people in Anhui, women as well as men, began migrating to work in the 1980s soon after the economic reforms began. Anhui women as young as 13 or 14 often accompanied older family members on trips to sell goods in various locations. Migration is still more prevalent there than in Sichuan, so much so that it was 8 In this regard the women in our survey are representative of rural Chinese women overall: a 1992 nationwide survey found the average age of marriage for rural women was 21.1 and their average age of first birth was 22.8. See Zhenzhen Zheng, "Social-Demographic Influence on First Birth Interval in China, 1980 -1992 ", Journal of Biosocial Science, Vol. 32 (2000 , pp. 315-27. not easy to find households where no one had migrated. Out-migration of women in Sichuan, on the other hand, did not start on a large scale until the 1990s. Table 2 supports these observations, showing a larger proportion of returnees among the women surveyed in Anhui, particularly those from Huaining county. Table 3 compares the characteristics of non-migrant women and returned migrant women. It shows that a slightly higher percentage of non-migrant women are married, reflecting their higher average age, but that their average age of marriage is the same, at 21.7 years. Though not shown, the standard deviation of age of marriage is also the same, at 2.2 years. However, it cannot be inferred from this data that migration does not affect age of marriage, because a larger proportion of those currently migrating could be single. The data from Shanghai on female labor migrants from Anhui and Sichuan support this hypothesis: only 30 per cent of women aged 20-24 were married, compared to 70 per cent of women in the same cohort in the CPRIC sample. To determine the effect of migration upon returnees' age of marriage we can examine the migration history of each returnee. Women who first migrated when they were single have a higher age of marriage than non-migrant women, 22.3 compared to 21.7, a difference that is statistically significant at <.001. The average age of these women's first migration was 18.7 and the average duration of this migration trip was 13.6 months, so their absence might have delayed their marriage. Alternatively, there may be factors associated with the selectivity of early migration or with their migration experience that delayed their marriage.
The Surveyed Areas

Who Migrates?
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The majority of women in the sample have been educated at least through primary school. The educational level of the returned migrant women is slightly higher than for non-migrant women: fewer are illiterate, and more are junior high school graduates. Formal education, even at a low level, better equips migrants to speak a more standard Mandarin and to contend with life and work outside their region of origin. In addition, graduation from junior high school is sometimes a condition for employment in urban factories.
The remaining variables in Table 3 show significant differences between non-migrants and the migrant returnees, but could be either the causes or the consequences of migration. Fewer returned migrants than non-migrants work in agriculture and more are employees or self-employed. Their family income is higher than that of non-migrants. And while fewer than half of the non-migrant women were married to migrants, three-quarters of the women who had ever migrated had husbands who had migrated.
In a logistic regression we identify factors affecting the likelihood of migration among women in our survey sample, and present the results in Table  4 . The independent variables in the regression are age divided into 5-year cohorts, education, county of origin, husband's migration status and family income. Whether the woman was married or single at the time of the interview was not included in the analysis because of its high correlation with age.
A "base case" is defined with which to compare the effects of changes in the variables on the probability of having migrated and returned: the base case is a 25-29-year-old primary-school graduate from Zongyang, Anhui, who is married to a non-migrant. This woman has a probability of having migrated and returned of .24. This is considerably higher than the proportion of rural women migrating reported in other rural surveys, 10 and inclusion of migrants who are currently at work away from their village would increase this probability. This relatively high probability of migration reflects the fact that Anhui and Sichuan are highmigration provinces and that our sample is very recent, capturing the rapidly changing nature of women's migration in China. * Income is increased by 1,000 yuan from the base case of 8,362 yuan, the average for migrant households.
The impact of the independent variables and their statistical significance are shown in the remaining rows of the table. The probability of being a returned migrant drops to .20 for our base-case woman if she is illiterate or did not graduate from primary school, which is an 18 per cent decline, while graduation from junior high school does not have a statistically significant effect after controlling for other variables.
The probability of ever having migrated is higher for younger cohorts, and we expect that this relationship would be even stronger if the missing migrants were included. Both a period effect and a cohort effect could be operating here. The period effect would be that women in each age cohort are more likely to migrate in recent years because of increased rural surplus labor, expanded nonfarm employment opportunities, and changes in the hukou system and its enforcement. The cohort effect would be that the propensity to migrate among younger cohorts of rural Chinese women is higher because of characteristics associated with their age, such as fewer family responsibilities. The two effects can also interact, with the changes in China causing younger cohorts of women to be different from their older sisters in terms of education, values and aspirations. The following section of the paper will examine these effects.
Huaining, Anhui, is the highest-migration county even after controlling for other variables. A 20-24-year-old woman from Huaining married to a migrant, as the majority are, has only an 18 per cent probability of never having migrated (calculation not shown). The probability of migrating would be even higher if the missing migrants were included.
The probability that a woman has migrated more than doubles if her husband has also migrated. This could be caused by migrant women selecting men as partners in marriage who have migrated or are likely to migrate, the influence of the migration experience of one upon the other, or by the husband and wife having migrated together.
Higher family income is positively related to migration, though the square of this income is negative, showing that the effect diminishes at the highest level of income. This result is consistent with the results of studies of labor migration in other countries and supports the hypothesis that income provides the resources to undertake costly and risky migration, but that those with very high incomes are the least likely to migrate. Of course, the higher income recorded here may not be a cause but rather an effect of migration by either the woman or her husband, potentially leading to problems of endogeneity.
Age, Period and Marital Status on First Migration
We have seen so far that age and region of origin are important determinants of migration status and that marriage in one's early 20s is nearly universal for the women in our sample. This section will explore the interaction of these factors in determining migration patterns, trying to separate the period and cohort effects of age of migration. We will see in the next section that these effects are important determinants of whether a woman was married or single when she migrated, which will itself shape many of the characteristics of her migration experience. Figure 1 shows the age and marital status of women in each province when they first migrated. The median age of first migration of women from Anhui province was 22.2, significantly lower than the median age of 24.9 of women from Sichuan province. This difference is mainly a result of migration patterns during the 1980s. We surveyed a total of 1,565 women in Anhui and 1,621 women in Sichuan:
11 from this sample fully 93 per cent of the women who first 11 Exclusion of women over the age of 40 from the survey would have the effect of raising the average age of migration in Anhui during the 1980s, if older women were migrating migrated during the 1980s were from Anhui province, and half of these women migrated before they were 18 years old. This pattern has not continued in Anhui nor was it replicated in Sichuan: during the 1990s the median age of first migration in Anhui rose to 24.0, while in Sichuan, where migration by women was not significant until the 1990s, it was 25.2. This shift in the age of migration had occurred by the first half of the 1990s, when 84 per cent of all of the migrant women surveyed-and 80 per cent of those from Anhui-experienced their first migration after the age of 18. This, and the fact that only 5 per cent of the female labor migrants in Shanghai from these two provinces in 1997 were under the age of 18, also argues against the hypothesis that inclusion of the missing migrants would significantly lower the age of first migration. Figure 1 graphically demonstrates a major finding of this paper, that a large number of sampled women in these two provinces engaged in their first migration after marriage. Overall, 62 per cent of the returnees in both provinces waited until after the average age of marriage of 21.7 years to migrate for the first time, and by this age more than half were married when they migrated. If current migrants were included, we would expect that fewer would be married, because migration could have delayed marriage. The Shanghai data show that the proportion of migrants who are married does not reach half until the age of 24.
We have argued that the increasing migration of rural women combines both a period effect and a cohort effect. Figure 2 separates the effects of period and cohort on the proportion of all of the returned migrants in the rural sample. Women currently aged 35-40 would have been 15-25 during the early 1980s and thus in their prime years of labor migration. Some of those aged 30-34 would have been over the age of 15 during the first half of the 1980s and still able to migrate. The 25-29-year-old cohort would not have reached the age of 15 until after 1985, and the youngest cohort would not have begun migrating to work until the 1990s. Thus the lines representing the potential periods of migration are shorter for younger cohorts. Figure 2 illustrates the importance of both cohort and period effects on women's migration. A larger proportion of rural women in the younger cohorts have migrated, and a larger proportion of women in all cohorts experienced their first migration in later periods. Even older cohorts are shown to be migrating more often in recent periods. Both the cohort and period effects would be accentuated if the missing migrants, who are likely to be younger and to have migrated in more recent periods, are considered. Thus we can conclude from during that period. Our analysis suggests that few women from Anhui aged 22-26 migrated during the 1986-1990 period. Thus it is unlikely that truncating migration of women aged 22-26 during the earlier period would have a large effect on the overall distribution of age of first migration. Figure 2 that the reason migration is becoming more prevalent among the surveyed women in Anhui and Sichuan is because all age cohorts are migrating more in recent periods, and because younger cohorts are migrating more than older cohorts in each period.
Figure 1: Marital Status by Age of First Migration in Each Province
Anhui Province 
Migration and Marriage History
We have examined the factors that influence whether a woman has migrated, and the influence of period, age cohort and region upon the woman's first migration. The following analysis is focused upon the transitions that migrant women make in marital and migration status-whether they migrate while single or married, with or without their husbands, whether they continue to migrate after one or two trips, and how the characteristics of their migration experience differ according to these circumstances. Figure 3 is a graphical presentation of these patterns among women in our sample on their first through third trips (for those married) or fourth trips (for those single). Essentially, what we are doing is following the 1,153 returned migrants through their trips until the sample size is too small to derive statistically significant coefficients on the determinants of these patterns.
12
Figure 3 reveals a rich diversity of migration patterns that stands in stark contrast to the widespread belief that women migrate only while young and single. It shows that many migrants return home for a time and then migrate again. The probabilities of making a subsequent migration for our sample of 12 The questionnaire provided basic information-date, duration and destination of migration-on up to six migration trips, and detailed information on the woman's experience for her first and last trip only. The lack of detailed information on all trips does not provide a significant obstacle to the analysis that follows, since Figure 3 shows that for all but 203 women (17.6 per cent of those migrating) their first or second trip was their last. However, it does limit our analysis of those married women migrating with and without their husbands on their second or third trip, as our analysis is restricted to those among them for whom it was their last trip (as noted in the italicized text in Figure 3 ). returnees are as follows: 40 per cent of the women who migrated once left again for a second time and returned, 44 per cent of those who migrated twice made a third round trip, 52 per cent of those made a fourth, 54 per cent of those made a fifth, and 30 per cent of those made a sixth round trip. By this time the numbers are small: only 18 women in our sample of 1,153 migrants made six round trips.
In addition, Figure 3 shows that the majority of women migrants who returned were married when they migrated: about 65 per cent of those on each of their first through third trips were married. The inclusion of the missing migrants would decrease the proportion of migrants who were married, but would not change the fundamental finding that marriage does not end migration.
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Figure 3 also shows that the proportion of migrant married women is split about equally on all three trips between those accompanied by their husbands and those who were not (where "accompanied by husband" is defined as either living with him at the destination or having traveled there with him). Whether women migrate with or without their husband is important for issues relating to their occupations, housing, childcare, and their potential for settlement at the destination. Table 5 presents the results of a logistic regression that examines the determinants of whether a married migrant woman was accompanied by her husband on her first migration. This regression not only includes the variables at the place of origin-the woman's education, age cohort, county of residence and age at first migration-but also the type of job held by the woman at the destination. Migration networks of relatives and friends are important in determining employment opportunities at the destination (more than 80 per cent in our sample found their jobs through such networks), and the type of employment opportunity available through these means-say, factory work vs. small-scale commerce-might affect the woman's decision about whether to accompany her husband or not.
In order to interpret the results of this logistic regression, we created a base case of a 21-year-old primary school graduate from Anhui province without children, whose occupation at the place of destination was work in a factory rather than in retail sales, restaurants or other occupations, or who was unemployed. The probability that this woman was accompanied by her husband when migrating was 54, and the province of origin did not make any significant 13 Over half of the women who were single on their first round trip made a second, and onethird of these had married during the intervening period. There was no significant difference in age of marriage between those women who were married or single on their second trip. The main difference was their age of migration: those who were single on their second trip began migrating at an average age of 17.8, stayed away for 8 months, and took their second trip at age 19.3. Those who married after their first trip began migrating at 19.2 and stayed away for 13 months, bringing them near the average age of marriage by the time of their return. difference in determining this probability. Age of first migration had only a small independent effect. Women with children were 27 per cent less likely to have migrated with their husbands; this is affected by the 9 per cent of the women with children who, in a reversal of roles, left them at home with their husbands while on their first trip. The woman's job on her first trip has a large and significant effect upon whether she was migrating with her husband: women who worked in factories were far more likely to be on their own, due partly to the fact that factories frequently provide same-sex dormitories for workers. A related explanation is childbearing, childcare arrangements, destination, duration of stay, job, housing and income on her first, second, and third trips, according to whether she was single or married and accompanied by her husband or not. These are the characteristics of her migration trips that lie behind the data presented in Figure 3 . Sample sizes are sufficient in most cases for statistically significant differences between categories.
Single women migrated before the average age of marriage (21.7) and married women after that age on each of their trips. Older cohorts of married women had a higher average age of first migration. While we should expect to find this result because the age of migration of younger cohorts is truncated by the upper bound of their cohort's age, the data show that married women not only continued to migrate but that some actually undertook their first migration while in their late 20s and early 30s, confirming the period and cohort effects observed in Figure 2 .
The assumption that married women do not migrate is often predicated on the notion that married women "have to assume responsibilities as wives and mothers and are restricted to one place".
14 We find that children do not constitute an insurmountable barrier to migration: four out of five married migrants in our sample had children by the time they took their first trip. What permits women with children to migrate is the care provided by grandparents: 76 per cent of the women who had children by their first migration left them with grandparents, most commonly paternal grandparents. 15 In addition, about one-quarter of the women migrating with their husbands brought their children with them, which raises a question about the consequences of migration for children at the place of destination. 16 More single than married women migrated within their own province. If we exclude the high-migration county of Huaining, one-third of all single women began migrating within their province of origin. However, the vast majority of women, both married and single, subsequently migrated to another province, and the proportion doing so increased with each subsequent episode of migration.
14 We saw in Table 5 that the woman's job at the destination was related to whether she migrated with her husband. The data in Table 6 show that the majority of single women were factory workers. Married women worked in a variety of occupations, and those making a second or third trip without their husbands increasingly worked in retail trade. These married women seem to have discovered niches in the economies of the destination areas that facilitated their continued migration. A significant proportion of the women migrating with their husbands were not working; almost half of them brought their children with them, compared to one-fifth of those who worked at the destination, which many were accompanying their husbands but choosing not to work in order to care for their children.
The type of job a woman held affected her housing. Only single women and those married but without their husbands on their first trip-those who, we have seen, usually worked in factories-lived in dormitories or other accommodation provided by their employer. The majority of married women rented housing from residents at the destination.
The duration of most of these returned migrants' trips was less than one year. The only exceptions were single women on their first trip and married women with their husband on their first trip, and even then their average stay was just over a year. If the missing migrants were included, the average duration would probably increase: 44 per cent of the female labor migrants from these two provinces in the Shanghai survey had been away for more than a year, compared to 30 per cent of those in the CPIRC survey.
Without trying to summarize what is already a condensed presentation of the characteristics of different types of migrant women, it is important to emphasize that a variety of migration patterns have emerged, from young single factory workers to older women without their husbands working in retail trades, and that these patterns have very different implications for issues related to women's status, migrant services and children's welfare.
We reported earlier that 40 per cent of the women returnees migrated again, and 44 per cent of those who made a second round trip also made a third round trip. Table 7 presents the results of a logistic regression that examines the determinants of whether a woman who made a first round trip made a second, and whether those who made a second made a third. Here their experience on their previous trip becomes important, and we include several characteristics of the previous trip among the independent variables.
Rather than calculate the probability of migration and the change in that probability as in previous tables, only the coefficients and the odds ratios are presented so that these can easily be compared across trips in one table. For the transition from the second to the third trip, the job on the second trip is omitted because information is available on occupation only if the second trip was the last, which would limit the sample size.
We find in Table 7 that, for the variables that are significant determinants of migration, the likelihood of a subsequent migration is very similar across trips.
Women migrants from Sichuan who have returned were substantially less likely than those from Anhui to have made a subsequent round trip. Not surprisingly, women who migrated at an older age were less likely to migrate again. While being married on the previous migration is not significant to whether she migrated again, a woman whose husband was a migrant was more likely to make another round trip. Women whose first trip was to another province were more likely to migrate a second time. The coefficient on this variable is not significant for the transition from the second trip to the third, for by then most women migrated to another province and the sample of those who did not is too small to yield statistical significance. Women who worked in retail sales and restaurants on their first trip were more likely to make a second trip, and those who did not work were much less likely to go out again. Women who stayed longer on the previous trip were less likely to have migrated again, though the effect is not large. Since acculturation to the place of destination should make it easier to migrate successfully, one might have guessed the opposite would emerge in the data. Instead, more time at the destination on the first trip might have enabled a target level of savings to be earned and reduced the need for a second trip. Alternatively, it may be that those women with longer stays on a previous trip continued that pattern, and so were missing at the time of the interview.
In order to examine the effect of having a child upon a woman's probability of migrating again, we computed each woman's age upon returning from her migration and added a year to give her time to conceive and bear a child. Having a first child either before her previous migration or having one within a year after returning from that migration did not significantly affect the probability that a woman would make another round trip. The availability of relatives to look after her children in the home village and women's willingness to migrate without their children undermines the assumption that childbearing severely restricts migration.
Discussion
We have seen in the above analysis that, while there are certainly women who fit the stereotype of young single migrant workers employed in the export industries that drive the Chinese economy, they are not by any means the only women in the increasingly large flow of female labor migration. Perhaps our most important finding is that many married women are migrant workers: only 36 per cent of the returned migrant women whom we surveyed in Anhui and Sichuan provinces were single on their first trip. If current migrants were included, the proportion of single women would presumably be higher, but it would still leave a substantial portion who were married when they first migrated. More than half of the returned migrants made a second trip instead of following the stereotype of marrying and staying home, and one third of the women who originally migrated as single women were married by their second trip.
Another important finding of this study is that approximately half of the returned migrants had migrated with their husbands. Analysis of the determinants of this variable suggests that the type of job at the destination is an important factor affecting women's decision on whether to accompany their husband or migrate alone.
If marriage does not deter migration, neither does having children: migrant women are relying upon relatives and husbands to care for their children when they migrate, or are bringing them along. Having a child soon after marriage, which is the norm for migrants and non-migrants alike, would undoubtedly deter migration if the woman were the only potential caregiver. Instead, marriage brings with it in-laws, the primary caregivers for the children of migrant women.
Labor migration by women is becoming more prevalent in both provinces. All age cohorts are migrating at a higher rate in recent periods, and younger cohorts are migrating more than older cohorts in each period. This is evident even in our sample of return migrants, and would be accentuated by consideration of the age structure of the missing migrants. In Sichuan, where migration began later, even older married women are migrating in what appears to be an attempt to replicate the economic success of younger cohorts. We suspect that the findings of previous surveys showing that most women migrants were single and that they stopped migrating after marriage apply to earlier migration patterns from older sending areas like Anhui, where women began migrating while very young.
Overall, our findings demonstrate a considerable diversity of migration patterns among rural Chinese women. Women are migrating both while single and when married, with and without their husbands and their children. Marriage and subsequent childbearing occur during the early 20s for both migrant and non-migrant women in our sample, but these life events do not form insurmountable barriers to migration. Instead, women are responding to the opportunities and rewards provided by working outside their home village, and finding ways to circumvent these barriers.
This diversity has important implications for a number of theoretical and policy issues. First, we need to rethink the connection between migration and women's status, based upon an understanding that a greater variety of types of women are affected by migration. Is the effect, if any, of migration upon women's status the same for women who first migrated while single as for those who migrated after marriage? Does migrating with or without a husband make a difference?
Second, we need to examine more closely the role that migration plays in women's strategies. Do migrant women have a goal that they are trying to achieve that will fundamentally transform their lives, like building a new house or saving money to start a business? It is important to examine the effect of their migration upon their situation after they return, and it will be interesting to see if they are the same for single women and married women, women married to migrants or not, and married women living with or without their husbands. 17 Third, it appears that the women who regularly migrate frequently work in jobs such as retail sales where their lives are often less constrained by employers and other authorities than if they worked in a factory, and that these women 17 For an extended discussion of the effects of migration in Jiangxi province, see Rachel Murphy, How Migrant Labor Is Changing Rural China (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002). Overall, she finds that women's migration "strengthens their agency in forming and pursuing personal goals", p. 175. often migrate with their husbands and even their children. The services they perform are essential for urbanites and, while they could be replaced by more recent cohorts of migrants, they could also choose to stay at their destinations. Since our sample is based in rural areas, we cannot know how many of these women and their families may have chosen to settle elsewhere, but it is clear that the situation is ripe for them to settle where they work. These women and their families would be denied basic rights by the hukou system, would be unable to afford social services such as education, and would avoid service providers who could potentially threaten their continued stay in the urban area. They would therefore represent a challenge to this system. How China anticipates and meets this challenge will be an important determinant of both the pace and the character of its urbanization.
